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The Peace Pledge Union and 


PEACE AIMS 


Declarations 


At its second meeting the Peace Aims Committee of the Peace Pledge Union 
took as its general subject of consideration whether the Peace Pledge Union 
should be responsible for a declaration of peace aims of a similar kind to 


the many that have been published since the outbreak of war. 


Its 


recommendation was that no such declaration should be made and that the 

committee, at any rate under its present title, should be discharged. 
The following statement, drafted by two members of the committee, is im- 

tended to explain the grounds of this decision and to supply material for many has been banned by the Ger- 


discussion within the PPU. 


PEACE Aims Declaration 

can attempt at least two 

different things between 
which it is important to distin- 
guish. 

1. A statement of the principles 
of a peaceful society which the 
world should strive to establish in 
the years after the war. 


Pacifists clearly have, or should 

* have, a good deal to say on this sub- 

ject. The assertion of such prin- 

ciples is, in fact, the whole activity 

of the Union, the intention of all its 

propaganda, its educational work, 
and its active examples of service. 

2 A statement of the principles 

for which we consider the war is 

being—or should be—fought. 


; Pacifists may approve the declared 
intentions of some supporters of the 
war, but it is the essence of the paci- 
fist message that they do not believe 
war is an effective instrument of good 
intentions. Pacifist statements as to 
what is likely to be the effect of the 
war have been made, but have had 
little in common with the usual ideal- 
istic peace aims declarations. 

For the same reasons pacifists ob- 
viously cannot make a declaration of 
the principles for which the war 
should be fought. The more they 
approve a principle, the less can they 
approve of war as a means of estab- 
lishing it. 

* * 
_ Peace aims declarations are fash- 
ionable, and it may well be that the 
reason why many pacifists desire the 
Union to sponsor such a declaration is 
that other “progressive” bodies are 
doing so. It must be remembered, 
however, that the fashion was set by 
“progressive” bodies and persons who 
support the war; that their declara- 
tions are, by implication, statements 
of what could be achieved by war, and 
are understood as such by the public. 


_ The Union will, therefore, confuse 
its message if it declares its principles 

ae same form and under the same 
itle. 


Peace aims are not censored. One 
reason for this is clear. It is all to 
the benefit of national unity that every 
citizen, whatever his beliefs, should 
be able to find one public voice at least 
to assure him that for what he be- 
Nieves, for that the war is being 
fought. 

Declarations of peace aims are no 
impediment to the war effort so long 
as those who issue them do not make 
their acceptance by the Government 
an indispensable condition of support 
of the war. This is the only realistic 


GOAL FOR 1942 


S usual, there has been a slight falling-off 

in contributions to the Peace News 

Fighting Fund after the Christmas effort. 

After the breathing space, we must resume our 

. steady effort. And our goal must be to reach 
£5,000 by the end of the year 1942. 

If the immediate future for peace looks 
pretty grim, it is all the more reason why we 
should do our utmost to make the future of 
pacifist educational work as secure as we can! 
Truth is great, and it will prevail, but not un- 
lesg those who recognize its greatness make 
their sacrifice. 

Contributions: Dec. 30 to Jan. 12, £42 8a, 4d. 
Total to date, £3,108 5s. 4d. 


The Editor. 


political weapon the “progressive 
supporters of the war possess. 


of them use it; therefore their ideal- 


‘Internationalism Functions 


Across Battle Lines 
THANKS TO NEGOTIATIONS 


HE British Government continues to negotiate with the Ger- 
man Government and has, in fact, recently given the latter 
an undertaking to avoid giving offence. 


Once again it is in the interests of 
prisoners of war that this essay in 
negotiation has been undertaken—and 
undertaken successfully. 


For over a year the importation of 
Penguin and Pelican books into Ger- 


man Government on account of the 


»” | appearance in a number of those pub- 
Few |lications of an anti-Hitler drawing. 


Now, as the result ef correspond- 


istic professions serve merely to cover | ence on the subject between the Brit- 


effective unity for war. 


ish Foreign Office and the German 


The real outcome of the war will | Government, those books will be al- 
be determined not by them, but by the | lowed to be sent to prisoners on con- 
nature of its conclusion and bv the | dition that the former gives an un- 
groups whom it leaves in power, and | dertaking that the drawing will not 


to whom victory ives 
prestige. 


On such oat as ae oicn HUMANITY— 


could be yet further enlarged—it is 
suggested not only that the PPU 
should not add another peace aims 
declaration to this confusion, but also 
that it should actively seek to expose 
the extent to which the public is be- 
ing deluded by the declarations which 
have already appeared, which are 
supported by no political effectiveness, 
and which—whatever their intention 
—serve in fact chiefly to buttress pub- 
lic belief in the entire righteousness 
of Britain’s part in the war. 

If that exposure is made, there need 
be no fear that the absence-of a PPU 
peace aims declaration will be taken 
for a mere oversight. It will be un- 


derstood as a clear decision which will | 


strengthen our advocacy of the prin- 
ciples for which the Union stood be- 
fore the war, stands now, and will 
continue to stand. 

* * * 

If weghave to declare the “aims” 
which especially and temporarily 
hold while war continues, they are, in 
broad outline, two only. 

The first is to bring about the 
earliest and most generously con- 
ceived end to the war. 

The second is to seize whatever 
opportunities there may then be of 
generous reconstruction. 

Any possibility of achieving these 
two aims must largely depend on the 
quality of the educational and propa- 
ganda work done by the Union. 


Alan Staniland 
John Middleton Murry 


enhanced { be included in any consignment, 


Holds up a War 


The following Reuter mesage 
was published in the Daily Mail 
on Jan. 8. 


A FLAG of truce waving from 
*™% the Italian positions around 
Hellfire Pass has for a moment 
brought a flash of chivalry and 
mercy into this ruthless war of 
tanks and bombs and bayonets. 


The white flag gave immunity 
to an Italian medical officer 
bringing out five wounded Im- 
perial airmen so that they could 
receive attention from the South 
Africans besieging the position. 


He passed unmolested through 
the lines—lines from which a 
few minutes before men had 
been sniping and shelling, aim- 
ing only to kill—and explained 
that the besieged Italians had 
no medical supplies with which 
to treat the wounded. 


It was therefore, he said, only 
humane that, the airmen—crew 
of a British bomber that had 
crashed in the enemy’s lines— 
should be brought out to their 


friends. 


Then the Italian officer was 
sent back under a safe conduct 
with a large supply of surgical 
dressings for his own wounded. 


. prison-camp after serving in. Norway 


LITERATURE FROM 


GERMANY 

But there is literary give and take 
in another sense. For while books 
are sent to Germany, another pub- 
lisher, Jonathan Cape, announces (in 
the Christmas, 1941, issue of Now and 
Then) a book of verse by Mr. John 
Buxton, who is “confined in a German 


as a language-instructor, a function 
today combined with that of librarian 
in the camp.” 

The announcement concludes: “That 
Prisoner John Buxton has been al- 
lowed to carry on with his literary 
work and send a manuscript to Eng- 
land for publication earns the Nazis, 
for once, something else than a black 
mark,” 


PRISONERS CONTINUE 
STUDIES 


Another example of functional in- 
ternationalism flourishing in the 
midst of total war comes from the 
educational field. The Daily Tele- 
graph (Jan. 7) reports: 

Two thousand British prisoners of war 
are studying for examinations for which they 

will sit in German prison campa, and 8,000 

requests for study courses have been re- 

ceived. Examinations they will take include 
the Oxford and London matriculation and 
certain university degrees. 

This is made possible by the educationa} 
books section of the British Red Crosg Pris- 
oners of War Department. The section 
operates from the New Bodleian Library, 

Oxford, and already 25,000 volumes have 

been sent. 

The same report also stated: 

The British Red Cross is now despatching 
$0,000 parcels of food and other comforta 

a week to prison camps in Germany and 

Italy. Canada, acting on behalf of herself, 

Australia and New Zealand, sends 60,000 

of these parcels. 


PEACE FOR FINLAND ? 


One is &rateful for even the suggestion that 
Someone is to have peace. “It is practically 
certain,” says The Times, Jan. 7, “that if 
America and Great Britain could guarantee 
immediate, adequate, and continuous deliveries 
of shiploads of food, Finland would listen te 
the already strong inner voice which is in- 
sisting on the necessity of peace.” 

Unfortunately, it is doubtful whether 
America and Britain could guarantee supplies 
of food. If the food is there, the cargo space, 
since the Japanese war, is not. 

Reynolds (Jan. 11) says that Russia is pre. 
pared to supply the food in return for tem- 
porary strategic concessions. Probably Fin- 
land would trust neither the reality of the 
food supply nor the temporariness of the con- 
cessiens. 


i, ®@ ) ) 
Starvation Conditions 
The Sunday Times on January 11 not only published 
prominently on its front page the following letter from the 


chairman of the Greek Red Cross in London, but added a note 
that it “commends the appeal... and feels sure it will not go 


unanswered.” 


OEE much has_ been 
4 written about it, the British 
public still does not realize the 
conditions of starvation now pre- 
vailing in Greece. 

The most conservative and reliable 
observers, the International Red Cross 
delegates, have said definitely that the 
food situation in Greece is far worse 
than Jin any other océupied country. 

This was confirmed by some Ameri- 
can observers before the entry of 
America into the war. There are 
deaths undoubtedly due to famine. It 
1s a common occurrence for people to 


collapse from hunger in the streets 
of Athens. 


RISING MORTALITY 


Reports on which I base this letter 
say that even in September the mor- 


tality in Athens had doubled since the 
same month of the previous year, and 
was still rising rapidly. One wonders 
what it is today when the rigours of 
winter have been added to the ex- 
haustion of food stocks—and what 
it will be later when epidemics of dys- 
entery and typhoid fever, usual in 
such conditions, fall on the starved 
people. 


This distressing situation is easily 
explained. Greece has always had to 
rely on the sea for her food. Over- 
land communications are difficult: she 
has never been able to get much food 
by land routes. So Greece became a 
seafaring nation. 


Her gallant fleet has done, and is 
doing, much good work for the Allies 
in the Mediterranean. Her merchant 
navy is remarkable for so small a 
nation; but it is now bringing food to 


in Greece 


Britain, not to Greece. The sea route 
to Greece is closed for merchantmen 
—and the country produces compara- 
tively little food. 


RED CROSS TAKES ACTION 


_ That is why starvation set in and 
1s Increasing; certain statisticians cal- 
culate that if the war lasts one more 
year, at least one-third of the popu- 
lation of the country will die for lack 
of food. 


Appalled by this situation, the In- 
ternational Red Cross is offering its 
help in distributing food sent to 
Greece for the Greeks; neutral Red 
Cross organizations can also collabor- 
ate in this. Measures on those lines 
suey ought to be taken without de- 
ay. 

The grand defence made by Greece 
was a great contribution to the war 
effort of the Allies, and we must not 
allow it to be said in after times that 
the reward for her heroic stand 
against aggression was starvation. 


A. P. CAWADIAS. M.D., F.R.C.P. 
50 Wimpole Street, W.1. 
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Pernicious to the 
Commonwealth 


ae Archbishop of York now in- 
forms us that, when the war is 
over, we must look forward to 
military conscription for two genera- 
tions. This is our Christian burden, 
which we must shoulder. 


The Archbishop has the reputation 
of being a clever man. It is in that 
capacity that we consider him. And 
We pronounce his pronouncement 
stupid. 


The purpose ‘for which we are to 
accept the burden of military con- 
scription for two generations is to 
maintain the British-American-Rus- 
sian condominium of the world for a 
period long enough to re-educate the 
aggressor-nations into the ways of 
peace. When that operation has 
been performed upon them, pre- 
sumably our army—like the Com- 
munist State—will wither away. 


The analogy between the vision of 
the Archbishop and the vision of the 
Communists is eloquent. Just as the 
State in Russia shows no signs of 
withering away, but only of becom- 
ing more and more powerful, so will 
our military organization after two 
‘generations of conscription. Year by 
year hundreds of thousands of young 
men will be drafted off to police 
Germany and Japan. Perhaps we 
shall adopt the Roman system; and 
year by year hundreds of thousands 
of young Japanese will be drafted off 
to police the British Isles. Is that 
prospect a blasphemy to the con- 
scriptive Christian conscience of the 
Archbishop? If so, we should like to 
know why. 


Anyhow, we sincerely hope that the 
Archbishop’s advice will be taken: 
“We must make it clear that con- 
scription is now going to last for the 
next two generations; otherwise we 
shall be betraying the cause we are 
serving.” Two generations is 
66 years—only one 6 more for the 
number of the Beast. 66 plus 1942 
makes 2008. Let it be made really 
clear to everybody that we are to 
have military conscription til] 2008. 
They will begin to wonder what the 
freedom is for which this war is 
being fought. They may even come 
to the conclusion that some end to 
the war is desirable which wil} not 
necessitate military conscription for 
two generations. 


The trouble with the Archbishop of 
York and his many similars is that 
they suffer from a wild exaggeration 
of what we mav e¢all the League of 
Nations mentality. The League of 
Nations failed miserably. Instead of 
reacting into sanity, their ardent and 
unrealistic minds lean forward to yet 
another bigger, madder League, of 
Nations. It is a form of psycho- 
logical compensation. It is the only 
way they can moralise the vast in- 
sanity of this world-wide war. 


In the Archbishop’s case, a secular- 
ized Christianity is at work. Christian 
pacifism he rejects. We do not 
quarre] with him for that. But he 
also rejects Christian realism. 
concocts a peculiar hvbrid between 
the two: a semi-religious idealism 
with a suverficial veneer of realism. 
We roundly say that this is abso- 
lutely pernicious to the common- 
wealth. ‘By attempting to make the 
best of both worlds, it will assuredly 
land us in the worst. Bemused by it, 
we should fight on to complete ex- 
haustion, and in the process lose for 
ever the l'berties into which we pru- 
pose to educate the world, once we 
have conquered it. We have neither 
the nower nor the title to conquer 
the world in the name of a Federalism 
which wa do not even apply to the 
British Empire. 


He | 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


Edited by “Observer” 


The Need of a Sense of Reality 


NE is acutely conscious that 
one’s effort in such a com- 
mentary as this comes more 

and more to be confined to “de- 
bunking.” As the months go on, and 
the war extends, there is so much 
more to de-bunk. Yet unless we try 
to retain some sense of reality, what 
hope is there of peace? 

The danger now grows apace that 
Britain will be condemned to com- 
plete exhaustion in pursuit of a 
mirage of victory—or, perhaps more 
serious still, that the shock of dis- 
illusion, when the present axtrava- 
gant hopes aXe not realised, may 
cause a real moral collapse. 


Ballyhoo 


LAst Sunday, I read a whole 

library of popular Sunday news- 
papers, and I also listened to the 
2.30 news summary for the week. 
The impression was strange. Except 
for the shouting, the war is really 
over. Britain has won. The blare 
of the ballyhoo was so continuous 
that, at the end, I almost began to 
doubt my own sanity. Common 
sense tells me that Britain is in a 
very ugly position indeed. But no! 
She is on the brink of inevitable and 
complete victory. 

“Whom God wishes to destroy, 
he first drives mad.” I must stick 
to it that I am sane and the press 
is mad. If there had been anybody 
to put on the wall instead, Mr. 
Churchill would have fallen more 
swiftly than did Mr. Neville Cham- 
berlain after Norway. Instead a 
thin House of Commons listened to 
a very lame defence by Mr. Atlee, 
on the theme that “nobody is_ to 
blame.” tt is coneeivable that 
nobody is to blame (even though 
Sir Robert Brooke Popham and 
Admiral Kimmel have been sacked) 
and that the situation in the Far 
East is inevitable. But if that is so, 
why not say so, frankly? Above all, 
why set the press on to assuring 
everybody that all is for the best in 
the best of all possible worlds? 


“‘ Broad Policy ”’ 


HE  soberest version of the 
official defence is that which 
appears in The Times (Jan. 12):— 

Serious as our reverses in the Far East 
continue to be, they do not necessarily dis- 
credit the broad policy by which the allied 
conduct of the war has’ been governed. The 
armament that could have checked the at- 
tack on Malaya at the outset was not there, 
but it was winning the battle of the At- 
lantic, driving Rommel from Libya, and 
helping the Russians to hurl the German 
armies out of Rostov and back from the ap- 
proaches to Moscow. 


Common sense—not military ex- 
pertise; we have none—has a few 
questions to ask. First, if winning 
the battle of the Atlantic was the 
consideration which prevented arma- 
ments being sent to Malaya, why were 
the Prince of Wales and the Repulse 
sent there? Second, what is the point 
of driving Rommel from Libya? It 
sounds impressive, but the strategic 
object of the campaign is entirely 
missed if Rommel’s force remains in 
being in N. Africa. “He is retiring 
so fast that we cannot keep up with 
him,” (see the press, passim). That 
is not a victory for Britain: on the 
contrary. 

Third, what assistance in fact has 
Russia received from us? That the 
Russian successes are interpreted as 
some sort of compensation for our 
discomfiture in the Far East is per- 
haps natural. But is there any sub- 
stantial connection between them? 
The Russian successes may have 
saved the British Government; but 
that is a totally different thing from 
suggesting that the British Govern- 
ment has saved Russia, 


War of Machines 


W HY this inordinate optimism? Is 
it simply to distract from the 
unparalleled gravity of the situation? 
Or is it based on the colossal figures of 
future production announced by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt? 
d Thé production rate of aeroplanes to be 
increased to a total output of 60,000 sero- 
Planes in 1942. of which 45,000 will be com- 
bat aeroplancs, steadily rising to 125,000 in 
1948, including 100,000 combat aeroplanes. 
The production of tanks to be raised in 
1942 to 46,000 and in 1943 to 75,000. 
The production of anti-aircraft guns to 
be 20.000 in 1942 and 35,000 in 1943. 
The construction of merchant ships to be 
lifted to 8.000.000 deadweight tons in 1942 
10.000,000 tons in 1943. 


“The targets are set, even by pres- 


ent standards,” says The Times (Jan. 
7) “fantastically ‘high, but not too 
high for the productive capacity and 
organizing genius of the USA.” 

That may be so. Nevertheless, the 
American Time (Dec. 15) points out, 
“when the ships are built, crews will 
still be needed to man them—and the 
USA is short of sailors.” It also says 
“overnight war with Japan made the 
US shipping shortage twice as bad’ 
—owing to the necessity of convoying, 
arming, re-routing. “Tt became 
known last week,” it adds, “that US 
deliveries to Russia in October and 
November”—that is, before the US 
shipping position became twice as bad 
—‘were less than half the several 
hundred thousand tons promised: lack 
of cargo space was the chief reason.” 

That puts a rather different com- 
plexion on things. And anyhow I 
cannot help wondering whether win- 
ning a war is purely a matter of in- 
dustrial production. Is it just a war 
of machines?’ If so, what earthly 
meaning has victory? 


Fooling ihe Public 


APPARENTLY, Sunday’s confi- 

dence was carried too far; for 
Monday’s newspapers were relatively 
sober. Indeed, the Daily Mail (which 
is, on the whole, the sanest of the 
national newspapers nowadays) com- 
plained: 

In fact, the British public are being told 
very little indeed—officially—about the vital 
Malayan campaign, and what we are heing 
told seems almost purposely vague. There 
seems ta be an inclination to turn our eyes 
exclusively to the victories of the Russians 
and the dazzling prospects of future Ameri- 
can production, and so away from the 
shadow of Malaya. About this the official 
view seems to be the less said the better. 

There should be no further delay in tell- 
ing us all the truth. From the point of 
view of the British public, the Far Eastern 
situation is extremely unsatisfactory. 


The implication of that comment is 
that the optimism of the. press is 
officially induced, presumably by Mr. 
Bracken and the Mol. Certainly, 
they must be responsible for the truly 
extraordinary broadcast to which I 
have referred. Perhaps it is an ax- 
iom of the new science of propaganda 
that you can fool all the public all the 
time. But even if you can, what do 
you gain by it in the end? 


Empire Cohesion 


HE reverses in the Far East have made 
acute the problem of effective self-gov- 
ernment within the British Empire. It is be- 


side the mark that Mr. Eden should say that 
neither Canada nor South Africa shares the 
Australia has indefeasibld 


views of. Australia. 
rights as a self-governing Domin 
British Commonwealth. That nei 
nor S. Africa wishes to exercise hérs is irrele- 
vant. They certainly would if they were in 
the perilous position of Australia. So with 
India. It is her proximity to the danger zone 
which has given a ncw urgency to her resent- 
ment of government from Whitehall. 

At bottom the cause of the trouble is Mr. 
Churchill’s stubborn refusal to share his power 
and authority. The risk he runs, as Sir Keith 
Murdoch pointed out, is tremendous. When 
his war-strategy fails, as it is failing now, 
it puts the mora] cohesion of the British Em- 
pire in jeopardy. It is a heavy price to pay 
for one man’s self-confidence. And, beneath 
that, lies the deeper problem: What is the Em- 
pire? An empire or a commonwealth? 


Can Malaya ‘:Take It’? 


ONSIDERABLE alarm and disappointment 
has been freely expressed at the failure 

of the Asiatic population of Malaya to “take 
it.” The note of warning was sounded first 
in the Daily ‘felegraph (Dec. 17), which was 
apprehensive of the effects of Japanese radio 
propaganda on the morale of the Oriental 
countries, especially upon the Chinese masses. 


ithin the 


The News Chronicle (Jan. 6) reported that. 


assurances had been given to the Asiatic pop- 
ulation of Singapore that “they would be 
treated equally with the whites’ in the matter 
of evacuation and war relief. The Times (Jan. 
16) gives further particulars. 


A great many have left their work in bombed 
areas. ‘This was the great weakness of Pen- 
ang, and it has affected towns in the Fed- 
erated States. At. Singapore a tremendous 
effort is being made to impress on the Asiatic 
labours and artisans—75% of the population 
ig Chinese—that the successful defence of 
Singapore depends upon their staying put. 
The Communist Party of Malaya, previously 
an illegal organization, has issued manifestos 
which have been given official) approval. 
Chinese leaders of al] shades of political 
opinion are doing their utmost to ensure that 
every one stays at his jab when the expected 
blitz begins. If the civilian population of 
Singapore cannot take it! the fighting forces 
will be gravely hifidered. They are being ex- 
horted: “It all depends on you!” 

The fundamental weakness of British Im- 
perialism in the Far Enst is suddenly and un- 
pleasantly revealed. Why should the Asiatics 
“take it”? What is the “it’’ which all depends 
on them? Do they share it? 


‘Old Fashioned View’’ 


Wr. EDEN, on his return from 
+" Russia, for obvious reasons, sug- 
gested that we need not take excep- 


tion to the political and economic 
system of any country unless that 
system affects its foreign policy. The 
Times (Jan. 6), for equally obvious 
reasons, corrected him: 

Nor would it be prudent to assume that 
British or Russian opinion will wholly en- 
dorse what may be called the old fashioned 
diplomatic view expressed by Mr. Eden... 
that the internal government of a country 
has no necessary bearing on international 
policy...It is at any rate clear that no 
Government which insists on pureuing an 
exclusive and self-regarding military and 
economic policy and rejects the process of 
mixing-up, now clearly revealed as indis- 
pensable to the security of all, can h.nce- 
forth be a good neighbour or a good mem- 
ber of the European community. E , 
The nature of the dilemma is plain. 

The principle by which the economie 
and political system of Russia is re- 
garded as indifferent, also requires 
that the economie and political system 
of Germany should be regarded as in- 
different. And that would never do. 
Nazism is anathema. But how is 
Communism to be exculpated? 


Communism and Empire 


al | sa dilemma is not superficial. It pro- 
ceeds from a fundamental contradiction 
in tHe British position. The British Govern- 
ment has switched over in the courre of two 
or three years from regarding Nazism as in- 
different and Communism anathema, to the 
new position of regarding Communism as in- 
different and Nazism as anathema. The same 
House of Commons has taken both positions 
—and moralized them hoth. The plain fact is 
that on mora! grounds both are anathema, 
But whether Britain has any right to judge 
either on moral grounds is another question. 
Compared with the parliamentary political 
system of Britain or the self-governing Do- 
minions, both Nazism and Communism are 
damnable. But when it comes to a compari- 
son between them and our economic imperial]- 
ism, it is a different matter. Communism 
might be a great improvement for the subject 
populations of the East., Here’s the rub. 
What reason is there to suppose that Russia 
has any interest in maintaining British Im- 
perialism im the Far East? None whatever. 
Communism is implacably- opposed to the Brit- 
ish Empire, at least in so far as it is really 
an Empire and not a federation of self- 
governing Dominions. And we know it. 


The Good (Red) Fairy 


PPLY this touchstone of reality to the 
grandiose dream now being dreamed by 
the “progressive” elements in Britain. It is 
being put across simultancously by The Times, 
The Christian News-Letter, and the Archbishop 
of York. There is to be a great British- 
American-Russian condominium of the world. 
to maintain which there ig to be permanent 
military conscription for two generations. 
We believe the dream is fantastic on military 
grounds: but on political grounds it is non- 
sensical. 

What it boils down to in the Far East. is 
that Russia should make war on Japan in 
order to facilitate Britain’s reconquest of her 
Far Eastern empire, and American reconquest 
of the Pacific. My foot! The thing is absurd. 
And probably it is equally absurd in regard 
to Europe. Russia is to beat Germany in 
order that Britain may restore the “balance 
of power” in Europe. My faot, I think, once 
more. Russia has her own notions, and in the 
event of her defeating Germany they: are 
likely to be decisive. Stalin is as cynical as 
Hitler about British political morality. 


Russia’s War 


HAT is a rough sketch of the real back- 
ground against which we have to inter. 

pret Molotov’s fierce note on German atroci- 
ties and the demand that Germany will have 
to be made to pay. Like Hell, she will. The 
New Statesman even boggled at it; The Times 
found it desirable to relegate this declaration 
of Russian peace-aims to an obscure corner and 
submit it to decorous pruning. And, of course, 
it is highly embarrassing in fact to be told 
bluntly by Russia: ‘Our account is with Ger- 
many; and we intend to settle it ourselves.” 


Since the Molotov declaration coincided with 
the publication of a very circumstantial story 
(a whole column in The Times) of a deepening 
rift between the Army and the Nazi Party in 
Germany, part of its purpose may have been 
to nip in the bud any idea of peace with a 
Reichswehr rcgime. Anyhow, there is a very 
long way to go before Russia does defeat Ger- 
many; but if and when she does, she is going. 
to dispose of the body as she thinks fit. The 
idea that, when Russia has done the work, 
Britain decides the peace, is quaint and child- 
ish. Britain will be to Russia, in that event, 
as Italy is to Germany now. Nor would it 
necessarily be a bad thing either. Our meas~ 
ing about with Europe has been disastrous to 
ourselves and to peace. 


S. America’s* View 


ET another example of the discrepancy 
between propaganda and reality. We 
asked where, among the 26 nations, were the 
great States of S. America. They are meeting 
for a conference. And it emergcs that they 
do not see the wotld-situation quite so rosily 
as we. 


“All the information indicated, as the For- 
eign Ministers converge on Rio de Janeiro 
for their first conference since USA entered 
the war, that it would be easier to det: rmine 
the extent of the political decisions likely to 
be reached if the course of the war had been 
less unfavourable in the last month.” (Times, 
Jan. 12). 


The Brazilian Foreign Minister, indeed. said 
that solidarity and non-belligercncy would be 
best for most of the American nations and 
“explained the action of those who have al- 
ready declared war as prompted by gencraph- 
ical motives.” That is unkind of him. It 
turns half of the 26 nations into a stage army. 
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PEACE NEWS 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St_, W.C.1. 


Preventing 
Waste 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


THE war is very hard for those who 

have not the strength to take 
their full share in the world-wide 
revolution that is “shaping our ends 
rough-hew them how we will.” To 
be old in body and young in spirit at 
such a time as this must be an agon- 
izing experience. In the PPU there 
are many who exhausted themselves 
in an attempt to prevent the present 
conflict and who now cannot take the 
lead that properly is theirs. To these 
I am especially speaking this week. 
We need their help. 

The basis of our work must always 
be the common faith which we all 
share. As conditions change and 
make it increasingly difficult to find 
meeting places in which to exchange 
and discuss the ideas which spring 
from our faith, an acute danger is 
immediately apparent. Separate and 
isolated members lose touch and find 
themselves falling back on outworn 
arguments to deal with hostile criti- 
cism which are quite inadequate to 
the task. They become dis-spirited 
and often feel themselves to be un- 
worthy of their pledge. 

There is a great need for new 
centres of pacifist thought such as can 
be formed by the throwing open of a 
house by an older member who has 
the time to spare and the generosity 
to give this hospitality. Every dis- 
triet in which there is a seattered 
community needs such a house. I can 
think of many, and each is an inspir- 
ation and may become more important 
as the war continues. 


TRANSPORT PROBLEMS 


Our organization now makes it pos- 
sible to reach members who are cut 
off, but we cannot replace the late 
buses or the lost petrol which at one 
time enabled them to reach the nearest 
town. There are many heroic individ- 
uals who still cycle 15 to 20 miles in 
all weathers. Swindon Group is noted 
for its “flying squad” that turns up in 
unexpected places; Hastings has a 
similar tradition. 

We must face the facts: travelling 
is becoming more difficult; members 
are becoming more scattered. This 
very scattering and isolation might 
become an opportunity for fresh 
growth with tremendous possibilities. 

Prisons take in young COs and 
foften turn out passionate rebels 
anxious for a real job of work, but 
who find ‘themselves thrown high and 
dry on a particularly dreary shore. 
I appeal to the wisdom of the old CO 
who hos exnerienced this disi!lusion- 
ment to understand the problem be- 
fore it arises and to meet it by mak- 
ing ross‘hle this regeneration of the 
countryside, 

DIARY 


Jan. 17, Barnet; 20, Ashford 
ota 21-28, Yorkshire; 31, Swin- 
on. 

Feb. 3, Winscombe; 4 Letchworth; 5 
pete 7/8, Portsmouth and dis- 
trict. : 


GROUP ACTIVITIES d 


Cardiff Group now meets on the first Satur- 
day of each month from 4 to 6 p.m. Mem- 
bers who used to attend the Tuesday meetings 
have now formed a group to distribute Peace 
News, to collect subscriptions, and to maintain 
contact with the Area Committee and Head- 
quarters. At the January meeting of the 
group, which was well attended, an appeal 
was made for more district collectors for the 
Nottingham Scheme. The form to be taken 
by Area Development in South Wales will 
shortly be discussed by groups in the area. 


— 


Neither ‘he Peace Pledge Union .nur Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
jeas dues the acceptance of advertisements 
{mply endorsement of any views expressed or 
tmplied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. 
should be typewritten, if possible, 
side only of the paper should be used 
may not be returned unlesg a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, mor can we 
andertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


LIGHT on JAPAN 


By: Perey Rediern 


HY do intelligent people so 
want to clothe war in the 
garments of fiction? The 

enemy to them is never a com- 
plex of human beings like our- 
selves. He is one person, a 
Napoleon, a Kaiser, a Hitler, a 
wicked ogre bound to be cast 
out by the handsome prince. Or 
he is a gangster out of a detect- 
ive story, just as sure to be tied 
up before the end of the tale. 


That great and, just now, almost 
fashionable realist, Tolstoy. began 
by setting aside such childlike pic- 
tures. In “ Sevastopol,” he asked, 
* Who is the villain, who the hero of 
the story?” “The hero,” he added, 
“is Truth.” And again, in “War 
and Peace,” this ex-soldier dismissed 
the Napoleonic legend and found the 
causes of war in such people as we 
are. 

* 


The fictional treatment ‘ persists. 
But to apply it now to Japan is more 
difficult. ~ There is no Japanese 
Hitler. Flamboyant leaders do not 
appeal to the Japanese, says that 
acute, first-hand observer, W. H. 
Chamberlin, in his little book of 1940, 
“Japan in China.” The Japanese 
bent is toward “anonymous col- 
lectivism.” 

Neither can these seventy millions 
be listed as dupes of Hitlerism. 
“Why should we imitate Germany or 


Italy? ” said a Japanese ambassador 
to Mr. Chamberlin. ‘“‘It is rather a 
question of their imitating us.” 

So the old method does not work. 
In the case of Germany, where the 
circumstances so obviously created 
the man, and not the man the cir- 
cumstances, the excuse for it is small. 
With Japan there is, no alternat.ve 
but to go deeper. “ Japan,” said the 
“Penguin Political Dictionary” in 
1939, “is driven by her overpopula- 
tion and Jack of rawstuffs.” Mr. 
Chamberlin speaks of “the country’s 
permanent crisis of poverty and over- 
population.” 

The economic depression over the 
world in 1929-31 (largely a rift 
between industrial and agricultural 
prices) sharpened the trouble, and in 
Japan gave opportunity for “the 
men of the sword” to claim power 
for a way out by force. Japan in 
China would find markets and cheap 
raw materials; Japanese technicians 
would be employed in building cities, 
railways, and factories; and Man- 
ehukuo would offer land for Japanese 
peasants. 


CROWDED JAPAN 


Five million households of Japanese 
peasant proprietors are said (“The 
World Almanac,” of New York) to 
be living on holdings “of about an 
acre each.” And “three-fourths of 
the mountain land is uncultivatable, 


LETTERS 


Church and War 


Me. BERTRAM PRICE writes to 
debunk the Vatican as a peace 
agency, but his letter indicates some 
misunderstanding on the subject. 


It. should be obvious that the 
Papacy is a willing, and can be a 
most effective, instrument in prevent- 
ing slaughter, if governments are 
ready to accept its arbitration ser- 
vices, as in the eighties and nineties 
of last century, when a .German- 
Spanish war, a British-Portuguese 
war, a Belgian-Portuguese war, and 
one in the West Indies were all 
averted through Vatican channels; 
and had the efforts of Benedict XV 
been successful, millions of lives 
would have been saved in the 1914-18 
confiict.. But this does not mean 
that either the Vatican or the Church 
is pacifist in the sense in which some 
PPUers are; pope sare mostly like 
ordinary people in believing that the 
notion of violenée being always im- 
moral is heretical. Pius IX sub- 
mitted quietly to the seizure of 
Rome by revolutionary nationalists 
only in order to prevent “a great 
effusion of blood, and he never 
ceased to protest against the theft 
of the Papal States. 

In two of the other instances cited 
by Mr. Price the papal call is to a 
crusade of prayer, not of arms, and 
the war in Ethiopia was “eondoned’”’ 
by Pius XI to about the same extent 
as the Boer War was by Leo XIII. 
In Mexico and Spain the Pope recog- 
nized the right of Catholics to resist 
the smashing-up of their religious 
life by the Reds, and it is not sur- 
prising that the present Pope could 
envisage a settlement of the German- 
Polish issue without the co-operation 
of Moscow’s atheists. If the political 
power of the Papacy in the early 
Middle Ages had not been  over- 
thrown by the apostles and bene- 


ficiaries of nationalism, a united 
Christendom would probably long 
ago have made these international 


measures impossible. 

The important thing to bear in 
mind. however, is this: neither Pones 
nor Church councils are authorized 
to pronounce dogmatically on the 
subject of international war, which 
is in fact mainly a political problem. 

German cardinal and an English 
one (e.g.) share identical religious 
beliefs, but their understanding or 
misunderstanding of political facts 
would make a Cheshire cat erin if 
they were put on the same platform. 
Our Lord himself seemed in- 
different to the grievances of “suv- 
pressed people” and discouraged the 
patriotic nationalism of his disciples, 


but he was (as the Church is) wide 
in his sympathies, whether to a 
bereaved mother or to a_sword- 
using centurion. It is for the 
laity, fiot the Church, to lead on the 
issue of abolishing war. Nothing of 
this, however, detracts from the 
value of the Vatican as an instru- 
ment for negotiating a settlement of 
the present world ‘horror. 


. JOHN NIBB 
London, W.C.1. 


Community School 


The Community School referred to by Lord 
Ponsonby in his recent letter to Peace News 
is a place I happened to be visiting on the 
he day when the Lansbury grandchildren ar- 
rived. 


As may by now have been brought to your 
Notice, this little school is struggling valiantly 
to survive on a non-profit basis and is staffed 
entirely by pacifists—some of them COs—living 
on a subsistence level and without salaries for 
the sake of the vocation they feel for this work. 

Any support offered in response to Lord 
Ponsonby’s appeal, therefore, would be not 
only enabling George Lansbury's grandchildren 
to have the kind of primary schooling one 
can imagine “George” wanting for every child, 
but also helping to provide at least good home- 
grown food, shelter, and worth-while employ- 
ment for one or two of these needy COs, for 
whose welfare Mr, Watson is so understand. 
ably concerned. 

Before writing his letter, might not it have 
been as well if Mr. Watson had acquainted 
himself with these circumstances? 

DION BYNGHAM 


Cockshoot, Sheepscombe, nr. Stroud. 


‘Owen R. Page 


W.W.B., on behalf of the Lincoln 
PPU Group, writes:— 


We remember our friend and former group 
leader as a constructive and scholarly enthusi- 
ast; unassuming but quictly confident of the 
rightness of the Christian ethic, and the paci- 
fism to which it directed him. Only those who 
knew him closely, or who took over the affairs 
of this group after him,. fully realize the 
conscientiousness with which the pacifist cause 
was furthered by him. We realize that his 
sacrifice of ease and pleasure gave greatly ta 
the vitality of Lincoln’s pacifist nucleus. 

In practical ways he lived his erced. Mem- 
ories come crowding back...spring 1938, a 
wet cold Saturday night. Outside the super- 
cinema he stands for hours selling “Milk for 
Spain,” Later, in the same year, propagating 
in the villages. Now we are listening to an 
eager account of the work of the IVSP at 
Marienthal, Austria, in which he took‘ part for 
three summers. ‘ 

The war found him undaunted. The wearing 
of his badge earncd him a great deal of petty 
persecution from those in authority over him 
in his vocation of teacher. The. intolerable 
conditions at school led him not to contest 
the tribunal condition, and in the bitterest 
-* weather he cheerfully took up farm labour- 
ing. 

To us he was one of “the family,”’ respected 
for his devotion to the things of peace, for his 
devoted affection for his wife, and the cheer- 
fulness with which he faced his difficulties. 
We grieve d-eply and express our heartfelt 
sympathy and pity toward his wife Marjory, 
and 14-days-old baby, Caro], to whom his 
untimely death must be an indescribable toss. 


i = Sms , SSS 


and the soil of the rest is only 
moderately fertile.” 

The population of Japan proper is 
averaged by “The Statesman’s Year 
Book” at 469 to the square mile. 
Meanwhile the average for the whole 
of the United States is 41. For 
Canada it is three; for Borneo and 
New Guinea about 14 or less; for 
Northern Australia fewer than two. 

In general the USA excludes as 
immigrants “the so-called yellow 
races,” and so does the policy of a 
white Australia. So the Japanese 
military programme is for “ 
self-contained Asiatic empire,” as (to 
quote Mr. Chamberlin) “a retort to 
foreign restrictions on Japanese 
immigrants and goods.” 

But, however desperate the position, 
why should China be the victim? 
China had no navy or air force 
capable of menacing Japan. China, 
also, was even poorer. In Mr, Colin 
Clark’s index of average real income 
per head in international units, while 
Japan’s average was but 353 against 
Americas 1381, China’s was some- 
thing less than 200. 


But Japan is materially “de- 
veloped.” China, with eighteen times 
Japan’s own territory for six times 
the population and with vast 
mineral riches, is “ undeveloped.” 
There is no excuse in’ the fact for 
the bombing of Canton or the looting 
of Nanking. “Morally,” said a 
Japanese friend to W. H. Chamber- 
lin, “there is little to be said for our 
action in China. But if one thinks 
in terms of national self-interest. . .” 

“CO-OPERATION 


Japan wants Chinese co-operation. 
China and Japan together could lift 
a terrible weight of poverty from 
both. But Japan wants it under 
ultimate Japanese ‘control; whereas 
China, with a nationalism apparently 
as militant within its powers, means 
to order her own house in her own 
way. 

A pacifist Japan would still seek 
to pool her efforts with those of her 
vast neighbour. But a pacifist Japan 
would have learnt that guns are fatal: 
to the mutual spirit. And she would 
reach co-operation from below.  In- 
stead of marching in as masters, her 
people would take service in China. 
Their leadership would come in 
peace from an initiative, skill, and 
courage commanding Chinese and 
world assent. On the Chinese side the 
able head of the present Nanking 
Government, Wang Chingwei, is, to 
judge from Mr. Chamberlin, already 
tactially for peace. But that is rot 
pacifism. 

* 


Is pacifism for either country a counsel of 
perfection? We might reply by asking what 
other counsels in a world like this are so 
badly needed? But we cannot tender them to 
the East alone. Britain (and America) need 
to learn that we are past the days of giants 
and giant-killers, of chivalrous knights and 
wicked robbers. We have to deal with the 
necds and passions of hundreds of millions of 
people az real as ourselves. Victory may put 
off but never will solve their problem or ours. 

Peace means equity, at least. Two or three 
nations, whatever their virtues, cannot peace- 
fully reserve the carth for themselves and their 
proteges while others as able and as numeroua 
are walled in with poverty. To resolve on no 
more war, and therefore no more material 
eauses for war, i3 not only spiritually good; 
it is also the beginning of political wisdom. 


The watchwords of the nineteenth century 
have been: struggle for existence, competition, 
class warfare, commercial antagonism between 
nations, military warfare. The struggle for 
existence has been construed into the gospel 
of hate. The full conclusion to be drawm 
from a philosophy of evolution is fortunately 
of a more balanced character. Successful or- 
ganisms modify their environment. OBE. 
organisms are successful which modify their 
environments s0 as to assist each other. This 
lew, is exemplified in nature on a vast scake.— | 
Professor A. N. Whitehead. 


A pamphlet for widespread 
distribution: 


THE RIGHTS 
OF MAN . 


The H. G. Wells Declaration in its 
latest revised form, preceded by a 
PPU statement and the Affirmations. 
Price 2d. (8d. post free) 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House Endsleigh St.. 
London, W.C.1. 


oS 


4 


PEACE 


NEWS 


January 16, 1942 


EUROPE STILL 
STARVES 


REMINDING THE PUBLIC 


THE spread of the war to the 
Pacific is not to be allowed to 
obscure the need for getting food- 


relief to the people of German- 
occupied countries. 
Further information about the 


grave famine situation in Belgium, 
Greece and elsewhere in Europe was 
put before the National Council of 


the Peace Pledge Union at its 
meeting last month, and the new 
difficulties arising from the full 


entry of the USA into the war were 
considered. 


A call to PPU members and 
groups to redouble efforts to arouse 
public opinion in support of some 
measure of controlled food-relief was 
made in a resolution unanimously 
adopted bv the Council. “The pre- 
occupation of America with the 
Pacific war only adds to the respon- 
sibility we must be willing to bear,” 
it said. 

BULLETIN OF FACTS 


Plans for the extension of the Food 
Relief Campaign were approved. 
The most important of these plans is 
the publication next Friday (Jan, 23) 
of an eight-page bulletin containing 
graphic facts and pictures illustrat- 
ing the need for action, suitable for 
sale (at 1d.) to the public on the 
streets and elsewhere. 


Contributors will include Miss Vera 
Brittain, the well-known novelist; 
Owlglass,” whose satirical articles 
are greatly appreciated by Peace 
News readers; and John Middleton 
Murry, Editor of Peace News. The 
difficulties involved in controlled 
food-relief will] be faced and possible 
action suggested. 


The bulletin will resemble a news aper in 
ee ce ee oad slightly Brauer: than 

r eace WS. i i 
ae Ma ews. The title will be 

The PPU National Counci) believes th 
Movement will'continue to respond Biae 
heartedly to the call for sustained action. The 
publication of this bulletin will provide one 
excellent means of getting the facts of the | 
situation, so obscured by the national] press, 
across to the public. It is therefore hoped that 
special efforts’ will be made by groups all over 
the country to ensure the widest possible sale. 


PPU groups are asked to order supplies 
through their Peace News group or reson 
distributor to whom full details are being 
sent. Orders should be scnt to Adrian Gilbert, 
8 Endsleigh Gardens, London, W.C.1. {not to 
Peace News or PPU Headquarters). Supplies 


of 1 dozen or more will be invoiced at 9d. per 
dozen (postage or carriage extra) :bulk orders 
need not be accompanied by cash. Single 
gopies will cost 1d., (postage 1d. extra). 


NIGHT BOMBING PETITION 


Holders of petition, forms for the abolition 
of night bombing are asked to return all sig- 
natures before the end of the month to the 
secretary of the Committee for the Abolition 
of Night Bombing, 49 Parliament Hill, Lon- 
don, N.W.3. 


God! What a world. if men in street and mart 
Felt that same kinship of the human heart 
Which makes them in face of flame and flood 

Rise to the meaning of true hrotherhaod. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


HUDDERSFIELD PUBLIC MEETING 
“The War, Now and After” 
speaker: TOM BROWN 
P.P.U. ROOMS 
19 John William St. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th, 3 p.m. 
Organizer, L. Hopkinson, 4 Kelvin Ave, 
Dalton, Huddersfield. 


NORTH LONTON 
FRIENDS OF FREEDOM PRESS GROUP 
has organi+ed 
SERIES OF LECTURES to be held 
EVERY FRIDAY at 7 p.m. 

At 27 Belsize Road, Swiss Cottage, N.W.6 

29rd January: Harry Jones, 
Peter Kropotkin, His life and wark. 


30th January: Tom Brown, | 
Leninism and Stalinem. etc. 


FOOD RELIE 
FOR EUROPE 


A Publie Meeting 
Stuart Morris 
Roy Walker 
Miss Vera Brittain 
Charles Dimont 
John Cadbury 


(American Friends Service Committee) 


AEOLIAN HALL, New Bond St., W.1. 
Sat. Jan. 24, at 3 p.m. 


Admission 
free . 


London Area 
of the P.P.U. 


Women Objectors Fined| & 


REFUSE INDUSTRIAL 
CONSCRIPTION 


HE first case of a woman 
being sent to prison as a 
result of a conscientious ob- 
jection to industrial conscription 
was reported last week. 


Constance E. Bolam, aged 21, an 
active member of the PPU in New- 
eastle, chose to go to prison for a 
month rather than pay 4 fine of 40s. 
imposed on her at Newcastle on Jan. 7 
for failing to comply with a Labour 
Ministry order. 


She was told to take employment as 
a maid at the Newcastle Eye Infirm- 
ary but failed to do so. When she 
registered she wrote on the form that 
she was a CO. 


A week earlier there had been the 
first case of a woman CO being fined 
for refusing to obey a direction for 
employment. 

This was at Liverpool, when Margaret L. 
Prendergast was fined £3 for refusing to 
take up work as an auxiliary nurse. Miss 
Prendergast, a 25-year-old Jehovah’s Witness, 
had written to the Ministry of Labour saying 
that for religious reasons she could not obey 
a direction for employment. She had also 
appealed to a Local Appeal Board. 


18 MONTHS SENTENCE 

The heaviest sentence yet imposed 
for refusal to submit to medical ex- 
amination was the term of 18 months 
imposed on Christopher L. Shrimplin, 
of North Shields, at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Quarter Sessions (to which he 
had elected to go), on Jan. 6. 

He had already served a sentence of 25 days 
in lien of a fine. 

For the same offence, L. V. Priestley, of 
Orpington, well-known solicitor and advocate 
of COs, was sentenced to 12 months at Green- 
wich, Jan. 7. 

Both men will, under the new National Ser- 
vice Act, have the right to have their cases 
reconsidered by the Appellate Tribunal. 


BIRMINGHAM RETAINS BAN 


After a storm of protest (reports the News 
Chronicle, Jan. 7), Birmingham City Council 
rejected a committee recommendation that the 
July resolution suspending conscientious ob- 
jectots, without pay, for the duration of the 
war should not be applied,to objectors over 35 
{who recently became de-reserved). 

Some councillors called the objectors ‘‘un- 
adulterated humbugs” and “‘quislings,” but 
Councillor Paul Cadbury pointed out that it 
was not an easy thing for men to take a stand 
on the grounds of conscience. 


Freed After 18 Months 


After more than _18 months in 
prison without trial, Ben Greene was 
released from Brixton Jail on Jan. 7. 


He was detained in May 1940 under Regu- 
lation 18B. A year later he applied unsuccess- 
fully for a writ of Habeas Corpus, and his 
subscquent appeal to the House of Lords was 
dismissed on Nov. 3. For the second time, 
however, the Advisory Committee, under Mr. 
Justice Birkett, considered his case, and it is 
as a result of its rcport to the Home Secretary 
that he has been released. 


Ben Greene resigned from the Labour Party 
in 1938, after being adopted as prospective 
Labour candidate for South-West Hull, de 
elaring that the party’s policy was “‘clearly a 
war policy.” During the Saar plebiscite he 
was Deputy Chief Returning Officer. 


INVESTMENT FOR 
PACIFISTS 


As previously announced, the Holton Beck- 
ering Land Training Centre has taken over a 
new farm (Holton Grange) of 314 acres, rent- 
free, making the total holding 624 acres. For 
the new farm a working capital of £5,000 is 
required, of which £2,000 has heen supplied. 
That leaves £3,000. But a further £600 is 
required for the extension of existing accom- 
modation for trainees, so that the number may 
be brought up to 24. Thus the immediate 
capital required is £3,500. 

Your help is reauested in the form of loans 
small or large, either interest-free, or bearing 
interest at the rate of not more than 33%. 
Such loans are for two years and are repayable, 
after that period, at six months’ notice. Out- 
right donations are, of course, even more 
welcome. : 

All communications should be addressed to 
the Secretaries, The Community Farming So- 
ciety, The Oaks, Langham, Near Colchester, 
Essex. 


CHRISTMAS SALE 


By selling almost continuously throughout 
the four days of the Christmas holidays, Mr. 
W. A. Coppin, of Ilford, disposed of no fewer 
than 120 copies of Peace News to street pur- 
chasers—48 of the special Christmas issue 


and 78 of the following issue. 


The Council of Christian Pacifist Groups 
(Drayton House, 30 Gordon Street, London, 
W.C.1.) announces that “Testimony to the 
Commons” {Dr. Alfred Salter’s last speech in 
the House) ig now on sale at the revised rates 
of 4d. each, 2s. 6d. for 100. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


The Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors is shortly to publish a new 
list of local advisory bureaux for COs. 
meanwhile, here are further amend- 
ments and additions to the list. 


Aberystwyth.—_Dr. D. V. Davies, 
Caergog, Aberystwyth. 

Aylesbury.—Mr. A. W. Page, 49 Limes Av- 
enue, Aylesbury. 

Birmingham.—Leonard A. Broomfield, 61 
Witherford Way, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. 

Burnley.—All Burnley district is now covered 
by what was formerly Burnley, East (Mr. L. 
Sutcliffe, 81 Williams Road, Burnley). 

Cardiff.—Walter Cawley, Llanishen House, 
Lianishen, Glam. 
Carshalton (South) is now covered by the 
Sutton and district United Pacifist Council. 
Coalville (Leics.)—Mr. J. E. White, 
Greenfield Drive, Coalville. 

Edgware.—R. Mc. Reynolds, 19 Calder Gar- 
dens, Edgware. 

Glasgow.—John §. Chalmers, c/o PPU, 48 
Dundas Street, Glasgow C.1. 

Hartlepools.—Rev. Harold E. Price, 20 Bea- 
consfield St., Hartlepool. 

Hertford.—Mr. W. J. Rowe, 
Wareside, Ware. 

Lewes.—C. E. Tritton, Shepherd’s’ Corner, 
Ringmer, Lewes. 

Macclesfield.— George Underwood, 34 Pow- 
nal] Street, Macclesfield. 

Monmouth.—Edward Farmer, Top Lodge, 
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Cwmearvan, Monmouth. 

Radcliffe (Lancs.).—Mra. R. Saunders, 
Blackburn St., Radcliffe. 

South Molton.—S. H. Simpson, 4, Alexander 
Terrace, South Molton. 7 

Southend-on-Sea. (Individual Adviser).— 
Harold Hurrell, 4 Olbury Cottages, Wakering 
Road, Southchurch, Southend-on-Sea. 

Stamford.—Mr. ‘J. E. Drage, 32 Queen’s 
Walk, Stamford. 

Stirchley district is covered by the Birming- 
ham bureau. 

Tottenham.—Mr. and Mrs. Victor A. Deane, 
10 Caversham Road, N.15. 

Willesden.—Arthur Boccius, 826, 
Road, N.W.10. 


Harrow 


ANDHI ON CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE 


This is the text of Mr. Gandhi’s 
speech on civil disobedience made at 
Bardoli on Jan. 7. It indicates that 
his paper Harijan will be revived. 


O far as I can see, civil disobedience in 

the sense in which it was launched is 

not likely to be revived on behalf of the Con- 
gress till the war is ended. 


In a purely symbolic manner it may be kept 
up—not in the name of Congress—but on be- 
half of the resisters of all wars on the pure 
ground of non-violence, no matter how few 
they are. It will be kept up for the sake of 
asserting the right of the resister to carry. 
on propaganda against all wars. 


They dare not keep still in, the midst of the 
unhuman slaughter that is going on. They 
must not only speak and write against it; they 
must, if need be, sacrifice themselves in an 
attempt to stop the torrent of blood. Whether 
they are few or many they have to live their 
mission. 


Before taking any step in the direction of 
civil disobedience. I propose to restart three 
weeklies and understand the reactiona of the 
Government to the new orientation. 

I hope they have no objection to the propa- 
ganda, naturally of non-violence against all 
wars. It would be non-embarrassing in the 
sense that there cannot be—as there never 
was—any idea of surrounding or picketing 
munitions factories or recruiting offices. 

If the right is not conceded, there must be 
token civil disobedience by the fewest possible, 
even by one or two known believers in re- 
sistance to all wars. I must not select many, 
because every worker is wanted to educate 
the people in the art of non-violent behaviour 
in the face of impending danger. 

Strange as it may appear, I auggest cease- 
less occupation in a constructive programme 
in the face of danger. It means concentra- 
tions in villages of city people and their being 
occupied and occupying the villages in pro- 
ductive and educative work. This removes 
unemployment and, with it, fear. Such a 
movement on a large scale at once inaugurates 
@ new social order. It will constitute the 
greatest constitution to internal peace and 
should render nugatory the formidable pan- 
icky ordinances just issued. 


CLASSIFIED, ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 64. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy; : 
..except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy. 


Classified advertisements: MONDAY 

Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—3 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


ACCOMMODATION 


BOARD residence in comfortable pacifist 
home. Every convenience. Very moderate 
terms.» Phone Derwent 4330. 

DORSET. Furnished 4 room cottage. Mod- 
ern conveniences. Near bus, shopping, phone. 
ie aes 1061 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Bronks, Auctioneers and Surveyats, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888. 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requiremerte of pacifists. 

PACIFIST can accommodate child either sex, 
farm cottage, 40 miles London. 10s. 6d. 
week'vy —Box 1060 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rad., N.4. J 

10 usiT. Furnished country cottage. Every- 
thing for use. Children and animals welcome. 
4 rooms; 3? acre.—Box 1069 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence lessons 5s. each. (Also smal] 
classes, 1s. 6d. each.)—Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.8. 


VACANCY for two boarders under 12, small 
homely school, Hayes, Kent. Any reasonable 


offer accepted.—Box 1058 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
YOURS is a progressive home. Sherwood 


will ensure harmony between home and achool. 
Reduced fees for C.O.s’ children. Tel: Epsom 
9125. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid all complete, thus ready to use, £8 17s. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

C.0. LAND workers require good quality 
drop-side cot and mattress (hair). Also 
‘good cream or black perambulator. Prepared 
pay good prices—Scorer, Kagawa, Widford 
Rd., Hunsdon, Herts. 


MRS. McINTOSH would be grateful to re- 
ceive used Christmas cards and calendars for 
children’s orphanage. Please send to 5 Sec- 
ond Av., Blackpool] S.S., Lancs. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


ANY young man who desires live in friend- 
ship with others in large country home write 
Box 1057 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
giving full details of himself. Must be keen 
on cooking and household running and agri- 
culture. Wages and keep. Good home for any 
poor young lad. Permanency. 


B.A. 1st class Cambridge C.0. (2 years 
agriculture), with wife (graduate) and baby, 
desires land work and accommodation.—Box 
1056 Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.0u, LANDWORKERS, require chicken 
house or timber; also chickens, ducks, goats. 
Reasonable price or gift——Box 1058 Peace 
News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY (Cont.) 


FARM SCHOOL for evacuees; house now 
modernized. Six vacancies for children aged 
4-6; no fees; billeting allowance only. Two 
or three permanent helpers needed now; keep 
and pocket money. Richard Phibbs B.A., Beer 
Farm, Dulverton, Somerset. 


GIRL INTERESTED in community life 
wanted on staff of London youth experiment. 
Interesting work, live in.—Yoauth House, 250 
Camden Rd., N.W.1. 


PACIFISTS wanted for Christian community. 
Details from Jones, Woodside, Gressenhall, 
Dereham, Norfolk. 


WANTED, to rent or purchase. Ten, fifteen, 
or twenty acres of good arable land, with 
Bungalow or smal] house attached. If neces- 
sary, a partnership would be considered. Any 
fair distance from London. Somerset or Devon 
preferred. A’ few miles from a Town. Suit- 
able for market gardening. Send full partic- 
ulars to Box 1042 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

WILL ANY pacifist start another in farm- 
ing with a loan of money, or would manage 
farm. Practical all branches. Somerset or 
Dorset preferable-—Box 1055 Peace News, 49 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


8 C.O.s on land drainage (Bucks) urgently 
require smal] cheap car for travelling to and 
from work. Any offers?—Box 1054 Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N-4. 


LITERATURE, &c, 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


INTELLIGENT young lady wanted immedi- 
ately for small progressive home-school] (ages 
7-10). Share responsibility teaching, house- 
hold duties with young couple. Young, Holly- 
side, Brockweir, Chepstow. 


PACIFIST SERVICE BUREAU, 6 Endsleigh 
St., W.C.1, has one or two vacancies for wo- 
men C.O.s prepared to do domestic work with 
worth-while organization. 

WANTED, experienced gardener interested 
in children and community. Community 
School, . Alderwood House, Greenham Common, 
Newbury, Berks. 

WANTED. Two lady domestic helps. Paci- 
fists, weleomed.—Hurtwood School, Peaslake, 
Guildford. Tel: Abinger 119. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


GIRL 154 seeks post Junior Shorthand 
Typist. Romford or accessible district.—Lang- 
ford, 136 Haynes Rd., Hornchurch. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Focd Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforte.— 
A. and K. S$. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


ig (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
FREE of charge for Christian workers, 


Brigniun holiday vat, also “inasmuch” Hall, 


Cliff Rd. Gardens, Leeds. 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Alians,” Grasmere, 
Vegetarian Guest House, open all the year 
round for strenuous or restful holidays amid 
some of England’s finest scenery. H. and ec. 
water all bedrooms.—Write: Isabel James. 
Phéne: Grasmere 129. 
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